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PANTZER VISITS WITH
FELLOW ARMY VETERANS
AT KALISPELL BANQUET
KALISPELL-University of Montana President Robert T. Pantzer told a group of fellow World War
II veterans Saturday (Sept. 13) that today's young people will, in the long run, do a
greater job as American citizens than the older generation.
Pantzer spoke during a banquet Saturday night honoring veterans of the 163rd Infantry
Regiment, 41st Infantry Division, during a reunion at the new Elks Club in Kalispell.

The

president also served with that division, as a member of the 186th Infantry Regiment.
Pantzer said the generation gap is not imaginary

but existent and real.

He said

that young people are facing a set of problems which have developed since the earlier
depressions and great war.

Such problems include "the ghetto problem, the race conflict,

and the deprived people in our world."
He said young people deserve understanding and called upon his audience to consider
some of the specific situations which have been "bugging" young people everywhere.
He cited the Viet Nam war as one of the specifics.

Pantzer said, "with young people,

it is a hated, detested war.
This view is not just harbored by odd balls, long hairs, or kooks, but it is a
general attitude of the great majority.

They see it as a venture to prime our economy

and as a waste of lives" in issues which should not be of concern.
A second point Pantzer pointed out as concerning today's youth, is the R.O.T.C. which
"some say is not meaningful."
"There is criticism that some R.O.T.C. courses might best be taught by civilian faculty
rather than service officers.

There is also contention that military officers are sent to

us without our opportunity to check on qualifications and background."
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Pantzer continued, "It is my belief that R.O.T.C. is a bona fide area for the college
students' interest which is important to national military defense and affords the student
an opportunity to get a reserve commission while going through college.

In other words I

shall support R.O.T.C. at the University for what I consider to be a good reason."
Citing the draft as a third target for criticism he recalled an incident last spring
at UM when 22 students turned in "what they said were draft cards."
Pantzer said those protesting youths basically "love America and are patriotic to it;
they dislike the draft because they feel the practices are unfair.
Most were excellent students from good Montana families.

I sincerely believe they

are grand young Americans who will turn out as great citizens and in the long run will
do a greater job than we did."
Pantzer also pointed out that the places of college violence are a small number and
that, at those places, but about 1 percent of the students were involved.
Pantzer

served with the 41st Infantry Division from December 1941 to November 1945,

including 42 months of overseas service in Australia, New Guinea, Philippines and Japan.
Prior to his discharge with the rank of major, he was awarded the Bronze Star for
meritorious service and the Purple Heart.

